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Seeing What God Has in Store  

In 1894, the Lutherans in Manchester who would name themselves 

òConcordiaó were worshipping in borrowed space at St. Maryõs Epis-

copal Church. In a very short time, the congregationõs needs 

changed and a building of our own was required. 

In 1900, we moved into the lovely white clapboard building on the 

corner of Winter and Garden Streets, a building that accommodated 

our needs for worship, fellowship, and education for years. Through-

out the first half of the last century, the building on Winter and Gar-

den was filled to overflowing with children and activity and hope. 

But the builders of that beautiful space underestimated what God 

had planned for us. Guided by wise pastors and visionary lay leaders, 

land was purchased and a new church building built on Pitkin Street. 

When the ònewó building was dedicated in 1961, it was large enough 

to serve the congregationõs needs at the time and allow for growth. A 

generous education wing, large fellowship hall, expansive worship 

space, and tiny offices met the needs of the congregation well. Three 

levels provided architectural interest and the ability to host events 

throughout the building without interruption from one another. 

But again, we could not see what God had in store for us. The build-

ing that captured and realized the dreams of our congregation fifty 



All who hear...  

years ago no longer meets our needs for ministry within our walls 

and to the community. It is time to rebuild. 

Today we find ourselves again trying to catch-up with Godõs dreams 

for us. The prayers and hopes of previous builders are still being an-

swered, and in 2007 we feel called to reconfigure and upgrade our 

church home to meet our ministry needs today... 

Renovating Our Well -Used Building  

Children and youth race through our building seven days a week as 

we host the Concordia Nursery School, a program known area-wide 

for its high quality Christian education, the TOP program for children 

in need, two scout troops, a basketball team, a life skills program for 

disabled young adults, and our own Sunday School and youth pro-

grams. New Horizon Baptist Church worships and teaches in our 

building on Sunday afternoons, filling the church even after our wor-

ship and education programs have ended for the day. 


