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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

As the child of a Lutheran father and a 

Catholic mother, as one who served 

for over a decade as a musician and 

liturgist at a Catholic seminary and 

parish as well as Lutheran 

congregations, as one who studied at 

both Catholic and Lutheran 

seminaries, and now as a Lutheran 

pastor, the big event in Sweden this week felt like the beginning of 

the healing of a great divide within me. 

 

Living in both worlds, I have had the unique perspective of 

intimately knowing and loving both Catholic and Lutheran people, 

priests and sisters. What a joy it was for me to see Pope Francis 

and the Lutheran leaders embrace in Sweden at the Lutheran 

cathedral there this week. Of course, there is much to be done. It 

doesn’t end all of the discussions nor does it obviate our important 

theological and ministerial differences. It does however, point to 

hope that in some way, the great divides in the Western church are 

beginning to be healed.  

 

For this month’s Chimes, I wanted to share with you the statement 

from the joint commemoration in Sweden. Please share it with 

your friends. It is a good starting point for our own celebrations of 

the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation which will begin here in 

earnest in June.  ~ Pastor Barclay 

 
 
Kurt Cardinal Koch (Pontifical Council for Christian Unity), Bishop Munib 

Younan (President of the Lutheran World Federation), Pope Francis, 

Reverend Dr Martin Junge (General Secretary of the Lutheran World 

Federation) lead the joint commemoration in Lund Cathedral. 
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Joint Statement on the occasion of the Joint Catholic-Lutheran 

 Commemoration of the Reformation 
Lund, 31 October 2016 

 

«Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me» (John 15:4). 

 

With thankful hearts 

With this Joint Statement, we express joyful 

gratitude to God for this moment of 

common prayer in the Cathedral of Lund, as 

we begin the year commemorating the five 

hundredth anniversary of the Reformation. 

Fifty years of sustained and fruitful 

ecumenical dialogue between Catholics and 

Lutherans have helped us to overcome many 

differences, and have deepened our mutual 

understanding and trust. At the same time, 

we have drawn closer to one another 

through joint service to our neighbours – 

often in circumstances of suffering and 

persecution. Through dialogue and shared 

witness we are no longer strangers. Rather, 

we have learned that what unites us is 

greater than what divides us. 

 

Moving from conflict to communion 

While we are profoundly thankful for the 

spiritual and theological gifts received 

through the Reformation, we also confess 

and lament before Christ that Lutherans and 

Catholics have wounded the visible unity of 

the Church. Theological differences were 

accompanied by prejudice and conflicts, and 

religion was instrumentalized for political 

ends. Our common faith in Jesus Christ and 

our baptism demand of us a daily 

conversion, by which we cast off the 

historical disagreements and conflicts that 

impede the ministry of reconciliation. While 

the past cannot be changed, what is 

remembered and how it is remembered can 

be transformed. We pray for the healing of 

our wounds and of the memories that cloud 

our view of one another. We emphatically 

reject all hatred and violence, past and 

present, especially that expressed in the 

name of religion. Today, we hear God’s 

command to set aside all conflict. We 

recognize that we are freed by grace to move 

towards the communion to which God 

continually calls us. 

 

Our commitment to common witness 

As we move beyond those episodes in 

history that burden us, we pledge to witness 

together to God’s merciful grace, made 

visible in the crucified and risen Christ. 

Aware that the way we relate to one another 

shapes our witness to the Gospel, we 

commit ourselves to further growth in 

communion rooted in Baptism, as we seek to 

remove the remaining obstacles that hinder 

us from attaining full unity. Christ desires 

that we be one, so that the world may 

believe (cf. John 17:23). 

 

Many members of our communities yearn to 

receive the Eucharist at one table, as the 

concrete expression of full unity. We 

experience the pain of those who share their 

whole lives, but cannot share God’s 



redeeming presence at the Eucharistic table. 

We acknowledge our joint pastoral 

responsibility to respond to the spiritual 

thirst and hunger of our people to be one in 

Christ. We long for this wound in the Body 

of Christ to be healed. This is the goal of our 

ecumenical endeavours, which we wish to 

advance, also by renewing our commitment 

to theological dialogue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray to God that Catholics and 

Lutherans will be able to witness together to 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, inviting 

humanity to hear and receive the good news 

of God’s redeeming action. We pray to God 

for inspiration, encouragement and strength 

so that we may stand together in service, 

upholding human dignity and rights, 

especially for the poor, working for justice, 

and rejecting all forms of violence. God 

summons us to be close to all those who 

yearn for dignity, justice, peace and 

reconciliation. Today in particular, we raise 

our voices for an end to the violence and 

extremism which affect so many countries 

and communities, and countless sisters and 

brothers in Christ. We urge Lutherans and 

Catholics to work together to welcome the 

stranger, to come to the aid of those forced 

to flee because of war and persecution, and 

to defend the rights of refugees and those 

who seek asylum. 

 

More than ever before, we realize that our 

joint service in this world must extend to 

God’s creation, which suffers exploitation 

and the effects of insatiable greed. We 

recognize the right of future generations to 

enjoy God’s world in all its potential and 

beauty. We pray for a change of hearts and 

minds that leads to a loving and responsible 

way to care for creation. 

 

One in Christ 

On this auspicious occasion, we express our 

gratitude to our brothers and sisters 

representing the various Christian World 

Communions and Fellowships who are 

present and join us in prayer. As we 

recommit ourselves to move from conflict to 

communion, we do so as part of the one 

Body of Christ, into which we are 

incorporated through Baptism. We invite our 

ecumenical partners to remind us of our 

commitments and to encourage us. We ask 

them to continue to pray for us, to walk with 

us, to support us in living out the prayerful 

commitments we express today. 

 

Calling upon Catholics and Lutherans 

worldwide 

We call upon all Lutheran and Catholic 

parishes and communities to be bold and 

creative, joyful and hopeful in their 

commitment to continue the great journey 

ahead of us. Rather than conflicts of the 

past, God’s gift of unity among us shall 

guide cooperation and deepen our solidarity. 

By drawing close in faith to Christ, by 

praying together, by listening to one another, 

by living Christ’s love in our relationships, 

we, Catholics and Lutherans, open ourselves 

to the power of the Triune God. Rooted in 

Christ and witnessing to him, we renew our 

determination to be faithful heralds of God’s 

boundless love for all humanity. 
 

 



Congregation October Council Meeting Highlights 

Reports: Secretary, Treasurer, President, 

Pastor 

New Business 

 Joint Council meeting with Emanuel 

with focus being on working together 

to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation in 2017. 

 2017 Budget discussion 

 Forward Leadership Community 

 

Treasurer Comments on the 

October Financial Report 

Last month I managed to 

include the most recent 

complete financial month. The 

October financial entry month 

ends later so I’m including 

different information. As we 

get closer to the end of the 

calendar year, I usually take a 

“best guess” as to where I 

think we’ll end the financial 

year. I have shared the details 

with the council. Below 

summarizes that detail into 

what I hope is an easy to read 

chart. This looks at the relationship between our Envelope offering, Total Revenues, and Total 

Expenditures since we started maintaining electronic records. Through 2015 are actual totals 

and 2016 is my best guess. 

2014 brought with it Pastor Post’s resignation. We started the search process and had Pastor 

Hedburg guiding us through the second half of the year. 2015 was a low expenditure year due, 

primarily to lowered payroll costs. We didn’t call Pastor Barclay until August. Before that we 

were paying interim wages. Richard Hicks retired and his position wasn’t filled until April 

2016. Now that we are at full staff, we are seeing our payroll returning to normal levels. That 

has brought with it some increased Synod level expenses that I had not anticipated resulting in 

some over budget spending. 

You may have noticed an $18,000 gap between Total Revenue and Total Expenditures. This is 

what I find myself praying about these days. I invite your prayers as well. 

Envelope offering for September is 92% (YTD 109%) of budget and the Stretch is 5% (17%) 

(YTD 12) for a combined YTD of 91%. Thank you to everyone who contributed. You also 

contributed $97.00 to World Hunger. 

If you have questions about the October statement, please ask or email at 

treasurer@concordiamanchester.org. 

Respectfully submitted, Stephen Perkins, Treasurer 
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From the Stewardship Committee 

Signs of our whole lives returned to you. 

 

This is a continuation of our review of 

the offertory prayer from the Now the Feast 

and Celebration alternative Eucharistic 

Setting by Marty Haugen: 

Congregation: everything in heaven 

and earth belongs to you. We joyfully 

release what you have entrusted to us. 

May these be signs of our whole lives 

returned to you, dedicated to the healing 

and unity of all creation, through Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

This month, we’ll focus on the third 

sentence of this prayer: May these be signs 

of our whole lives returned to you, 

dedicated to the healing and unity of all 

creation, through Jesus Christ. 

The best way to approach this 

sentence is by deconstructing it a bit. The 

“these” in May these be signs of our whole 

lives returned to you, is a direct reference to 

your offering. However, as these represents 

a pluralization, or more than one, it also 

reflects on the entirety of the giving by the 

congregation. This sentence adds meaning 

and significance as a representation of God’s 

blessing over our entire lives, with our 

offering as a manifestation and 

acknowledgement of this in thanksgiving, 

returning a portion of what we’ve received. 

Once again, an offering can take many 

forms, but in total, it should be a reflection 

of you, personally, and of us, communally as 

a congregation. 

The latter part of the sentence is a 

dedication. Our collective offerings are thus 

dedicated to the healing and unity of 

everyone, everything, and everywhere, 

through Jesus Christ. The dedication is to 

healing--to get better either physically or 

spiritually--and unity, to be at peace with 

one another or to join together in this. Not a 

bad dedication, don’t you think? It also 

symbolizes our commission as Christians to 

spread the good news of Jesus Christ and to 

do the work of the church in and around our 

community of faith. Our offerings enable 

this to be possible. 

I’ll confess, I’ve mumbled my way 

through this prayer for years without really 

thinking about its true meaning. I hope 

you’ve enjoyed this sentence-by-sentence 

review of the prayer and have taken away 

something from it, either as an affirmation 

of your understanding of the plain text of it, 

or as a chance to reflect on its overall 

meaning in terms of stewardship. 

Wishing you all God’s peace and a 

happy November,  

 

David Smith, Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

Joint Concordia-

Emanuel Council 

Meeting- October 4 

 

 

 

 



Nursery School Open House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oktoberfest! 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Gratitude 

For me, coming to Concordia brings peace like no other. I could go on and on about the 
worship and music, the wonderful people, the beautiful building and grounds, and the 
solemnity of those who have gone before us. I do not like to think about how it would be for 
me if I didn’t have such a wonderful spiritual home. 
What are you grateful for? 
It would be nice to hear from you. Feel free to submit a similar statement for next month’s 
Chimes. 
Peace to you, 
David Smith 
 
 

What is MS? 

Multiple Sclerosis is an unpredictable, often disabling disease 

of the nervous system which interrupts the flow of information 

within the brain and between the brain and body.  MS affects 

more than 450,000 in the United States and over 2.1 million 

worldwide.  Several of these people are members of Concordia.   

The Outreach Committee has invited ambassadors from the MS 

Society to come to our church on 2 occasions to provide 

information about how we might become involved with them in 

the future.   

They will have a table at the Concordia Craft Fair on Saturday 

November 5th, with handouts explaining their programs and 

services.   

To become more educated, please come to a question and answer session, with a MS 

ambassador after worship service on November 13th.  Hope to see you there! 

 



 A note from Resurrection Lutheran Church, New Haven. Resurrection was a 

mission partner and recipient of grants from Concordia’s Legacy Fund in the past. 
 

  



 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of The Rev. Kari 

Rinas as Pastor at Zion 

Lutheran, Portland, CT 

with Rev. David Rinas and 

Rev. Joshua Rinas 

  

 

 

 

 



GREATER HARTFORD CONFERENCE 

DAY MONTH OF SERVICE 

On behalf of the 

Greater Hartford 

Conference - Day of 

Service planning 

committee I want to 

thank members of 

Concordia for 

contributing and 

participating in this 

year’s Day  Month of 

Service.   

Members of 

Concordia 

participated in 

preparing and 

serving lunch on 

Saturday, October 1st 

at the MACC Soup 

Kitchen and 

winterizing the 

Creative Living 

Community of CT 

greenhouse at the 

Tolland County 

Agricultural Center 

on Saturday, October 15th.  All who participated had a wonderful time working side by side 

with other Lutheran volunteers to assist these wonderful organizations.  

A special thanks to everyone who donated food for the MACC pantry, household items for the 

refugee family, clothing for the MACC Thrift Shop, Community Threads, children books for 

Rawson Elementary School and My Sister’s Place Shelter in Hartford and diapers for the 

Community Renewal Team and Windsor food pantry.  

God’s Peace, 

Carol Stoneman 
Concordia Lutheran Church, Day of Service coordinator 



2016 SEASONAL SHARING REVAMPED  

 

It’s that time of year again when Concordia pulls 

together to make both Thanksgiving and Christmas 

a little brighter for those less fortunate that us. 

 

MACC Food Donations – In an effort to make 

getting involved easier and expand opportunities to 

give, MACC has revised its Seasonal Sharing 

program.  They have changed the name to 

“Community Blessings” and have expanded the 

program to include families eligible to use the 

MACC food pantry.  The families will be provided 

items necessary for a holiday meal in the two week 

period leading up to Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR CONCORDIA? 

We will still be collecting turkeys, chickens, ham 

and other fixings for a holiday dinner as well as 

other items.  However, Concordia will not have 

specific families and will not need to assemble and 

deliver food baskets.  Below is the list of the items 

MACC has requested.  MACC is counting an 

average family to have 3-5 members.  

 

Food Average Family 

Turkey/ham/chicken 15 lbs. 

Fresh potatoes 5 lbs. 

Tinfoil baking pan for turkey 1 

Yams 2 cans 

Onions 4 lbs. 

Celery 1 bunch 

Carrots 1 lb. 

Gravy 2 cans 

Stuffing Pantry has enough 

Cranberry sauce Pantry has enough 

Juice 1 gal 

Coffee (instant or brewed) 1 lb. 

Coffee (decaf or regular) 1 lb 

Pie or cake (frozen) 1 

Corn, peas or green beans 4 cans or frozen packages 

Eggs 1 dozen 

Dinner rolls 1 dozen 

Butter 1 lb 

Additional food can be added as tofu, fresh fruit, mints, nuts, peanut butter, jelly, bread,  

fresh veggies, whipped cream, cookies, chips, etc. 

 

Ways in which you can help…..  

 

 Give a monetary donation - Please provide a 

check separate from your weekly offering made 

out to Concordia and designate Seasonal 

Sharing in the memo section.  

 

 Purchase both perishable and non-perishable 

food items and bring to church no later than 

Wednesday, November 16th for Thanksgiving 

and Wednesday, December 15th for Christmas. 

Non-perishable food donations can be left in 

the MACC Seasonal Sharing donation box in 

the narthex. 

o Sign-up sheets for Thanksgiving food 

donations will be available after 

worship beginning October 30th or 

during the week in the church office. 

 

 Concordia “Giving Tree” – The Outreach 

Committee will have a Giving Tree in the 

church narthex which will have tags to purchase 

gifts for approximately 55 individuals, both 

children and adults.  MACC is creating a 



“Santa’s Workshop” where the MACC families 

can come to select unwrapped gifts for family 

members. Wrapping paper is also being 

requested for the MACC families to wrap the 

gifts they have selected.  

 

 Volunteer at MACC to assist with sorting and 

stocking donations, bagging up groceries and 

carrying items to the MACC families’ car. (See 

Carol Stoneman for dates and times) 

 

We will be also be supporting the following 

individuals and agencies through your monetary 

donations. 

 

 Residents of Dinda House (purchase 

Thanksgiving meal/Christmas meal and gift 

cards) 

 Residents of April Time (Gift cards) 

 

Please contact Carol Stoneman or anyone from the 

Outreach Committee if you have any questions.  

 

Service with a Smile! 

On October 1st, “God’s Work. Our Hands,” were found busy as bees at the MACC Soup Kitchen.  One MACC 

group was getting catered foods ready for a wedding at Wickham while another was getting lunch items ready 

for the volunteers to put together.   

What a difference in the décor of the area!  The walls were beautifully panted along with pictures and word 

thoughts in different places.  Seven round tables were jist waiting to be adorned with good sized dinner plates 

instead of trays for food.  The Prepared lunch was placed attractively in bowls and sandwich dishes instead of 

standing in line. 

Soon the door was opened and it was time for us to go to our assigned tables and welcome our hungry people.  

Just like a welcoming café, we talked with and served each person – 100 in all – a wonderful well balanced 

meal.   

Time goes by quickly and we were finished.  Everything was cleaned up spic and span.  The only thing left was 

to have lunch ourselves with three people from Shepard of the Hill Church of Simsbury and Concordia group of 

Phil and Carol Stoneman, Jan Salvatore and myself. 

With gratitude and joy we left this place, knowing that when the opportunity arises, we will return there to serve 

others with a smile! 

Linda Lange 

Happy October Birthday! 

 
Patricia Ware  11/1 

Kay Corl  11/3 

Anna Link 11/4 

Shirley Chu 11/8 

Alice Smith 11/10 

Nancy Knauff 11/12 

Mimi Boxwell 11/18 

Linda Lange 11/18 

Jim Noyes 11/22 

Ed Adams 11/26 

Helen Klein 11/28 

Angela Prasser 11/29 

 

 

Remembering the Homebound 
Agnes Donahue    Lynn Knauff   Jane Nekiunas  Lois Warrender  

 

To send a greeting to any of our birthdays or our homebound members, please contact the church office for 

mailing and/or telephone information. 



Prayers of the Community 

Prayer requests may be made to the parish office. The names will be held in prayer for one 

month, unless otherwise requested. (*Member of Concordia) (Request by Member of 

Concordia) (New Intention) 

Those who are sick or in any need,

*The Homebound 

*Art Hube 

*Marion Pallein 

*John Ramondetta 

*Carol Bowen 

*Ruth Johnston 

*Jim Noyes 

*Ann Copeland 

*Millie Scott 

Jennifer   

Geraldine 

Chris Swetzes 

Deborah Chase 

Kristin Ortolani 

Tammy 

Shirley M. 

Elizabeth 

Chandler 

*Susan 

Beauregard

Those who have died and those who mourn. 

The family of Edward John Stephens 

Family and friends of Brenda de Long, aunt of Tom and Wendy Donagher. 

For Ruth Sprong and Ken as they mourn the death of Ken’s sister in Iowa. 

 

The Intentions of this Community: 

-Concordia Nursery School Students and 

their families. 

-The work of MACC 

-For our Cub Scout Pack 

-For Pra. Mendez and Ministerio Nueva 

Creacion 

-For Pr. Simpson and the people of New 

Horizons.  

-For Families in Crisis. 

-For the churches of the New England 

Synod. 

-For our bishop, James. 

- For all seminaries in transition, especially 

Philadelphia and Gettysburg seminaries.  

-For the AA groups who meet here. 

 

Special Upcoming Events and Worship 

 

All Saints Sunday- Nov. 6. Worship begins inside and then we will celebrate Eucharist in the 

Worship and Memorial Garden. Seating for those with special needs will be provided in the 

garden room. Following worship, graves will be honored and blessed at East Cemetery.  

 

Gratitude Sunday- Nov. 20. Festive worship for Christ the King Sunday followed by a luncheon 

as we receive 2017 pledges during our stewardship initiative.  

 

Thanksgiving Worship- Two Opportunities. Sunday, Nov. 20 at 3pm. Interfaith Thanksgiving 

at Community Baptist Church. Wednesday, Nov. 23 at 7pm at St. Mary’s. Joint Ecumenical 

Eucharist for Thanksgiving. Please bring a loaf of bread to share! 

 

Christmas Worship 2016 

Dec. 24, 11am Joint Christmas Eve Service at Emanuel Lutheran. 

Dec. 24, 8pm Christmas Eve Worship with Carols and Brass at Concordia 

Dec. 25, 10am Joint Christmas Day Worship at Concordia. with Emanuel, Faith, Nueva  

Creación, with Carols and Brass  



Concordia’s Calendar:   
 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Bible Study – 8:30 a.m. 

Worship   10 a.m. 

Counters 10 a.m. 

New Horizon Church 12:30 p.m. 

New Creation Ministry 3:30 p.m. 
 

EVERY MONDAY 

Families in Crisis – 10 a.m. 

AA - 5:30 p.m. 
 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Clergy Text Study - 11 a.m. 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 

AA - 7:30 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Highlights 
 

November 3 & 4 

Set up for Annual Craft Fair 

 

November 5 

Concordia’s Annual Craft Fair 9 a.m. – 2p.m. 

 

Sunday November 6 

Daylight Savings Time Ends – Turn your clocks back 1 hour! 

All Saints Sunday 

Executive Committee 11:45 a.m. 

 

Monday November 7 

Outreach Committee 10:00 a.m. 

Finance Committee 5:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday November 8 

Election Day  

 

Wednesday November 9 

Fellowship Committee 6:30 p.m. 

Nursery School Board 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday November 10 

Congregation Council 7:00p.m. 

 

Friday November 11 

Veterans Day 

 

Sunday November 13 

MS Society Presentation 12:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday November 20 

Gratitude Sunday 

Tuesday November 22 

Mutual Ministry 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday November 23  

Joint Ecumenical Eucharist for Thanksgiving at St Mary’s 

7:00p.m. 

 

Thursday November 24  

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

Friday November 25 

Office Closed 

 

Sunday November 27 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Worship Volunteers: 
November 6 

Ministers of Hospitality: Fred Winzler, Jackie Britton, Petey 

and Paul Goodrich 

Deacons:  Mark Winzler, Al Williams and Linda Lange 

Coffee Hour: Don and Marian Slater, Jan and Bob McGarity 

 

November 13 

Ministers of Hospitality: Corl and Chiffer Families 

Deacons: Mark Winzler, Steve Graefe and Doug Larson 

Coffee Hour: Worship and Music Committee 

 

November 20 

Ministers of Hospitality: Jan Salvatore, Jan McGarity Gail 

Adams and Don Briggmann 

Deacons: Mark Winzler, Mimi Boxwell and Wendy Donagher 

Coffee Hour: Edna Nekiunas, Wendy Donagher Janet Bellino 

 

November 27 
Ministers of Hospitality: Ella Hube, Tina Ruggerio, 

John Haid and Fred Winzler 

Deacons:  Mark Winzler Al Williams and Doug Larson 

Coffee Hour: Church Wide Pot Luck 

 

 

 

The full calendar can be viewed by clicking on Google 

 

Let Us Know You Are Coming   

Please make sure to consult the church office before scheduling any meetings or events—small or large—in our 

facility. We want to make sure the space is available, and the building open when you arrive. Thank you 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

As Lutheran Christians, Concordia understands that God is calling us to be: 

 A Christian community with responsibility to support each other, our neighborhood, and the larger 

community 

 A Gathered Assembly marked by the practices of prayer, study, reflection and worship 

 Selfless Disciples who communicate and practice the faith through acts of faithful stewardship, service 

and forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

40 Pitkin Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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