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 Ash Wednesday 

 

Lent begins on March 1 with the solemn day of fasting and 

penitence known as Ash Wednesday. St. Mary’s will host a 

service at 12 noon, and Concordia will host the joint service 

with Faith, Emanuel and St. Mary’s at 7:30 p.m. on that day.  

 

Ash Wednesday Dinner 

 

Concordia will host an Ash Wednesday dinner for the 4 

parishes at 6 p.m. on March 1 prior to the joint Ash 

Wednesday worship. All food and beverages will be 

provided by Concordia. A free will offering to cover the cost 

of food is requested. ($7 per person suggested). Please RSVP 

to Kate Bozzo by phone or email at the parish office so that 

we may know how many people to prepare for.  

 

Lenten Soup and Bread “LUNCHEONs” 

 

Each Sunday during Lent following worship, we will host a 

Soup and Bread Luncheon and Study. This will be in place 

of our usual Wednesday night offerings so that we might 

encourage broader participation among those who are not 

able to drive at night. We aim to be finished by 12:15 each 

week. In honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, 

we will be studying Luther’s Small Catechism as a refresher 

course and as a way of deepening our faith during Lent. 

 

The Rev. Douglas Barclay 

Pastor 

pastor@concordiamanchester.org 

Office:860.649.5311 Cell:410.225.3360 

 

Kate Bozzo 

Parish Administrator  

office@concordiamanchester.org 

Office:860.649.5311 

 

Laura Hart 

Concordia Nursery School Director 

Office: 860.649.9349 

concordianurseryschool@gmail.com 

www.concordianurseryschool.org 

 

The Rev. Joseph E. Bourret 

Pastor Emeritus 

Home: 860.633.6138 

 

Richard Hicks  

Minister of Music Emeritus 

 

Bible Study on Sundays 8:45 am 
 

Worship on Sundays at 10:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am –2:00 pm 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

40 Pitkin Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 

 

office@concordiamanchester.org 

www.concordiamanchester.org 

 

Phone: 860.649.5311 

Fax: 860.432.9972 

 

The deadline for submitting articles or 

items for The Chimes is the 20th of each 

month. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Dear Concordians,  

 

In a couple of weeks you will come forward for ashes and hear the 

words "You are dust and to dust you shall return," Lent is a time for 

reorientation. The ashes placed on our foreheads mark us as creatures 

who depend for each breath on a God who is one who creates us in love 

and calls us and all creation good. The ashes call us to the recollection 

of our essential selves, who we are and our dependence upon the 

created world and on one another. We will confess boldly that we know ourselves to be part of 

the sad state of affairs in our world. We will refuse to simply pretend that we have nothing to do 

with the pain and turmoil experienced among people around the world and wrought even on the 

creation by our misuse and neglect as God entrusted stewards.  

 

This is all to point us to the reality that when all of that is said and done, our God refuses to 

leave us in ashes, but waters us, nurtures us and brings us back to life. The paschal mystery- the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which we celebrate each Sunday, but prepare 

ourselves to celebrate newly after these 40 days of Lent, gives us the audacity and boldness to 

speak directly to the death and mortality that claims us daily and give witness that "Death has 

been swallowed up in victory." We can proclaim this boldly and without fear, even as we know 

that we still live and love on this side of the grave. 

 

How can we engage this time of Lent both as individuals and community in a way that is both 

honest about who we are and about how we are to be fully alive? Matthew's Sermon on the 

Mount commends us to fasting, almsgiving, and prayer (albeit quietly and discretely). On the 

prayer part, and this works well with the Gospel text we will hear on Ash Wednesday, I want to 

commend to you as you prepare for these great 40 days to make a space for the Spirit, and a 

place for silence. 

 

As my internship pastor, Ross Goodman suggested one Lent, a practical and simple way to keep 

the season is to, “Buy a candle and for 10 to 15 minutes every day between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter, go into a room where you can be quiet, light your candle, and sit there in silence. That’s 

it. You don’t have to say anything or do anything. Skip the candle if you like. But just sit in 

silence and wait for less time than it takes to accomplish most of the tasks in your day. If you 

need something to quiet your mind, say a simple prayer over and over, like “Lord have mercy,” 

or “God be with me.” You could even just pay attention to your breathing in and breathing 

out." 

 

However you keep this Lent, I encourage you to simply keep it! And may this season be for you 

and for this community a time of reorientation to who we are and how we are to work within 

and for the sake of God's good creation. 

-Pastor Douglas Barclay 
  



Treasurer Comments on the January Financial Report 

As you are aware from the January Financial meeting, we made some changes to how 

Concordia does business. We added a Non-operating income line because we anticipate getting 

financial help from sources other than the “plate” and we need to recognize those sources. We 

also intend to fund our benevolences differently than we have in years past, so that will make a 

difference in the way the financial report looks. 

When the Executive Committee met, I reported that the Seasonal Sharing Fund had a remainder 

after all expenses were paid (I’m reasonably sure all expenses have been paid, but I’m still 

going to wait to be sure) of $1,609.46. We raised $2,990, spent $1,380.54, and we have money 

left over. You are a remarkable people. 

Normally, once all the expenses are paid we would write a check to MACC for the remainder. 

We, the executive committee, got to talking about the remainder, and since it is your money, we 

would like some input from you. Pastor Barclay has been meeting with the Outreach Committee 

about the direction of Outreach since we no longer produce Necessities. Among other topics, I 

know developing a closer relationship with Highland Park School has been discussed. The 

Executive Committee endorsed the idea of retaining a portion of (somewhere between 50 and 

75%) and using it as seed money for Outreach. The normal controls would still apply: An Event 

Proposal would have to be submitted to the council and approved before these funds could be 

spent. The advantage is that Outreach wouldn’t have to figure out how to fund their activities 

during this startup year. 

It's really your money so you should have a say in how it is disbursed. Talk to Pastor Barclay, 

Mark Winzler, David Smith, Kay Corl, or me and let us know what you think of the idea. 

Envelope offering for September is 119% (YTD 119%) of budget and the Stretch is 0% 

(0%YTD) for a combined YTD of 108%. Thank you to everyone who contributed. You also 

contributed $130.00 to World Hunger and $45.00 for the MACC Food Pantry. 

If you have questions about the January statement, please ask or email at 

treasurer@concordiamanchester.org. 

Respectfully submitted, Stephen Perkins, Treasurer 
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January 2017

Headings and Account MTD Actual MTD Budget 

MTD 

Percent YTD Actual YTD Budget 

YTD 

Percent

Revenues

   Budget Income

      Envelope Offering $19,610 $18,160 108% $19,610 $18,160 108%

         Other Offering $481 $418 115% $481 $418 115%

         Public Use of Building $590 $700 84% $590 $700 84%

         Non-Operatring Inc $0 $1,550 0% $0 $1,550 0%

         Fuel Assistance $300 $70 430% $300 $70 430%

     Total Budget Income $20,981 $20,898 100% $20,981 $20,898 100%

Expenses

      Benevolence $0 $1,992 0% $0 $1,992 0%

      Staff Salaries $8,766 $8,892 99% $8,766 $8,892 99%

      Fringe Benefits $1,869 $2,443 76% $1,869 $2,443 76%

      Program Expenses $171 $133 129% $171 $133 129%

      Program Support Exp $1,755 $858 205% $1,755 $858 205%

      Facility Maintenance $2,231 $2,895 77% $2,231 $2,895 77%

      Utilities $2,570 $2,933 88% $2,570 $2,933 88%

      Insurance $2,641 $2,625 101% $2,641 $2,625 101%

     Total Budget Expenses $20,005 $22,772 88% $20,005 $22,772 88%

   Expenses Not Budgeted

         Special Fund Exp -$374 $0 -$374 $0

  Total Expenses $19,630 $22,772 86% $19,630 $22,772 86%
 

___________________________________________________ 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

For Concordia’s Annual  
Easter Breakfast  
Sunday, April 16th  
8:30 a.m. 

Watch the Chimes and Sunday bulletins for reservation and sign-up form.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
To my dear Concordia friends, 
Thank you for the phone calls and cards I received during the past few weeks, after my surgery, 
and now, during my radiation treatments. Every phone call and card is so appreciated. Thanks 
also to Jane Casserly for visiting me and delivering the delicious cookies made by the Member 
Care Committee (and for clearing my walkway of newly-fallen snow!) 
I am grateful to all of you for your thoughtfulness during this difficult 
time. 

Peace to you, 
Angela Prasser  

 
Dear Concordia Family, 
We wish to thank all of you for your prayers, cards and kind well wishes on the passing of Artie's 
Mom. She turned 100 last October and was of sound mind and spirit til the end. Thank you for 
being our second family. 
Love, Artie and Ella Hube  



PLANNING CONCORDIA’S FUTURE 

We need your participation! 

Almost 2½ years ago, Concordians completed The Church Assessment Tool (CAT) which 

gathered valuable information used during our pastoral search process. 

In Council President Mark Winzler’s semi-annual report he identified that Concordia had been 

selected along with seven other congregations to participate in the year-long “Forward 

Leadership” program sponsored by the New England Synod.  One of the key components of 

this program and training is to evaluate our beliefs, priorities and organizational culture and 

learn how they have an impact on our mission planning strategy going forward.  To accomplish 

this task it is critical that we have a current assessment of how things have changed at 

Concordia under new pastoral leadership.   

On Wednesday, February 8th an email communication was sent from Concordia, with a link to 

the CAT survey.  The email also included instructions and advised that the survey would be 

available on-line until end of day Sunday, February 26th. 

For those of you that do not use email:  

 If you attended worship on February 12th you received a paper copy of the survey. Please 

complete the survey and drop it off at the church office during the week or on Sunday, 

February 19th or Sunday, February 26th.     

 On Monday, February 13th, the survey was mailed to the remaining individuals that do not 

use email.  Please take the time to complete the survey and return to the office no later 

than Friday, February 24th.   If you are unable to deliver it to the church office, please 

contact the office at 860-649-5311.  

As with the first CAT survey, this too is completely anonymous and is an opportunity for you 

to express your perceptions, opinions and experiences.  

Last time we had a participation rate of 104% of our average attendance with the last survey.  

Let’s try to match that result with this survey.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Carol Stoneman at (860)649-7216. 

Thanking you in advance for your participation. 

The Forward Leadership Team:  Pastor Douglas Barclay, Carol Stoneman and Mark Winzler   

 

  



February Greater Hartford Clergy Luncheon at Concordia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concordia’s Annual Finance Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Great Hartford East Prayer Service for Christian Unity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Synod Pastors at the Hartford Women’s March 

at the Capitol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Care Prepares 

for Valentine’s Day 

Deliveries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tessie Kehl enjoying 

her Valentine’s Day 

delivery! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor Barclay attends the installation of Pr. Dominic Smyth at First, New Britain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Barclay and Seminary Classmates and Colleagues at the First Call Theological Education 

Conference 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bishop Margaret Payne and Pr. Tiffany Cheney Present an Anti-Racism Session at the  

First Call Theological Education Conference. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scout Sunday at Concordia 
 

 

 

 

 

  



PRAYER for CHRISTIAN UNITY – Manchester, CT 

On Jan.25th  Father Henry, representing St. John the Baptist PNC parish, joined Pastor Douglas 

Barclay [pictured below] in his sanctuary at Concordia Lutheran Church, and Rev. Lynn Griffo, 

interim pastor of St. Mary’s Episcopal parish, in a Service ending the 2017 Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity.  Other ecumenical clergy partaking in the Service, that the above-mentioned 

three clergy-persons organized, were two Roman Catholic priests: Fr. Robert Roy, pastor of St. 

Mary’s parish of E. Hartford, and Fr. John Kyere, pastor of the Ghanian Community that is also 

housed at St. Mary’s, together with the spirited 35-member Gha-nian Choir.  Also taking part 

in the Service were: Rev. Persida Rivera-Mendez, pastor of the Latino community that 

worships weekly at the Concordia Church; Rev. Joyce Crutchfield, pastor of the Center 

Congregational Church in Manchester; Philip Susag, lay ecumenical representative of the 

town’s South Methodist Church; Rev. Michael Donnelly, pastor of Compassionate Ministries of 

Hebron; and Rev. Michael Aparo, priest of the Ecumenical Catholic Diocese of America.  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Father Donnelly with Pastors Griffo & Rivera-Mendez. 

 Fathers Aparo, Roy & Kyere. 

 Pastor Crutchfield & Phil Susag 



Members of the Ghanian Choir singing in the front of the Sanctuary, and later relaxing & 

sharing refreshments in Concordia’s fellowship hall. 

  
 

The Ghanian Choir members sitting in the front pews of the church also carried up “bricks” 

entitled with various divisive attitudes & activities. These were built into a “wall” on the left-

side altar rail, which was dis-mantled & re-built as a cross standing on that rail, after we 

confessed these divisive sins & exchanged signs of peace with one another. The Service 

ended with all holding candles lit from a large Christ-candle & being commissioned to bring 

Jesus’ wall-shattering peace to the world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Happy March Birthday! 
 

 
 

Joanne Copeland  3/1 

Marion Pallein   3/2 

Christine Mack  3/3 

Laura McKay   3/4 

Joyce Pennell   3/4 

Jeff Beauregard  3/5 

Kristin Link   3/5 

John Haid   3/6 

Ernest Noske   3/7 

Clinton Chu   3/12 

Audra Beauregard  3/13 

Doris Hattin   3/14 

Shirley Zwick   3/16 

Rachel Adams   3/18 

Sandra Baranowski  3/19 

Gail Adams   3/25 

Joanne Frazel-Murphy 3/26 

Susan Morris   3/28 

Petey Goodrich  3/30 

Irene Schack   3/30

  

Remembering the Homebound 

Lynn Knauff   Jane Nekiunas  Lois Warrender  

 

To send a greeting to any of our birthdays or our homebound members, please contact the church office for 

mailing and/or telephone information. 

 

Prayers of the Community 

Prayer requests may be made to the parish office. The names will be held in prayer for one 

month, unless otherwise requested. (*Member of Concordia) (Request by Member of Those who 

are sick or in any need,

*The Homebound 

*Art Hube 

*Marion Pallein 

*Carol Bowen 

*Ruth Johnston 

*Jim Noyes 

*Millie Scott 

*Irene Schack 

Jennifer   

Geraldine 

Chris Swetzes 

Deborah Chase 

Kristin Ortolani 

Tammy 

Shirley M. 

*Susan Beauregard 

Helen Klein 

*Angela Prasser 

Alan Noske 

Becky  

Lynn 

Those who have died and those who mourn.  

The Intentions of this Community: 

-Concordia Nursery School Students and their families. 

-The work of MACC 

-For our Cub Scout Pack 

-For Pra. Mendez and Ministerio Nueva Creacion 

-For Pr. Simpson and the people of New Horizons.  

-For Families in Crisis. 

 

 

 
 

The Weather Outside Will Soon Be Frightful 

All weather related delays and cancellations at Concordia will be posted on WFSB-TV Channel 3, or on their 

website: www.wfsb.com.  Sign up for text alerts from WFSB so you receive the news as soon as it happens. 
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Concordia’s Calendar:   

 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

Worship   10 a.m. 

Counters 10 a.m. 

New Horizon Church 12:30 p.m. 

New Creation Ministry 1:00 p.m. 

 

EVERY MONDAY 

Families in Crisis – 10 a.m. 

AA - 5:30 p.m. 

 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Clergy Text Study - 11 a.m. 

 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Champion Youth Cheer – 5:00 p.m. 

Choir – 7:00 p.m. 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 

AA - 7:30 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Highlights 

 

Wednesday March 1  

Ash Wednesday. 

Ash Wednesday Service at St Mary’s – Noon 

Ash Wednesday Dinner at Concordia – 6:00 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday Service at Concordia – 7:30 p.m.  

 

Sunday, March 5 

Executive Committee 11:45 a.m. 

Youth Fusion Planning Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

 

Monday March 6 

Outreach Committee 10:00 a.m. 

Confirmation 5:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee 6:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday March 9 

Congregation Council. 

 

Saturday March 11 

New Horizon Prayer Breakfast 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday March 12 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

Saturday March 25 

Nursery School Silent Auction 

 

Holy Week  

April 13 Maundy Thursday 

 

April 14 Good Friday 

 

April 15 Holy Saturday  

Easter Vigil – Emanuel Lutheran, Manchester 

 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

Easter Breakfast  

Easter Worship 

 

 

Worship Volunteers: 

March 5 

Ministers of Hospitality:  

Deacons: Mark Winzler,  

Coffee Hour: Carol Burnett and Heather Adams 

 

March 12 

Ministers of Hospitality:  

Deacons: Mark Winzler,  

Coffee Hour: Finance Committee 

 

March 19 

Ministers of Hospitality:  

Deacons: Mark Winzler,  

Coffee Hour: Lois, Gwen and Gail Feder 

 

March 26 

Ministers of Hospitality:  

Deacons: Mark Winzler,  

Coffee Hour: Church Wide Pot Luck 
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As Lutheran Christians, Concordia understands that God is calling us to be: 

 A Christian community with responsibility to support each other, our neighborhood, and the larger 

community 

 A Gathered Assembly marked by the practices of prayer, study, reflection and worship 

 Selfless Disciples who communicate and practice the faith through acts of faithful stewardship, service 

and forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

40 Pitkin Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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