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Introduction and Invitation          
"...On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 
over from death to life, the Church invites her members, 
dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer." 
 
These words from the Great Vigil of Easter normally speak to 
dispersion as the reality that the church does not exist in one 
place but exists in all places and across time. This year, as a 
faithful response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
dispersion takes on new meaning. Rather than gathering to 
observe these incredibly rich and meaningful liturgies as a 
community, we will instead observe them as a dispersed 
community - as individuals and families in our homes.  
 
Welcome, wherever you are, to Holy Week. For many centuries, followers of Jesus have gathered 
together to retrace and remember the last days of Jesus Christ, especially the three sacred days that make 
up the Triduum (“three days”). We believe that these days cannot be separated from one another, so they 
are celebrated as one liturgy. This year, while we are refraining from being together, we may still enter 
into the Holy Week of Jesus in our homes and places of refuge. We are dispersed but not despairing.                         
 
Make a holy place. Throughout this week, we will be attentive to the worshipful-ness of our homes and 
places where we observe Holy Week. Set aside a holy place in your home for Holy Week. Perhaps a 
simple side table covered with a cloth, of any color. Whatever you have, is enough. Place a few things to 
help you enter the presence of God: a cross, a bible, a candle. If you have children, encourage them to 
choose one item for your holy place. The table needs at most 5-6 things—simplicity is best. 
 
We will not celebrate or receive Holy Communion until the days of social distancing due to COVID-19 
have come to an end. On that glorious day, we will remember this Holy Week and Easter as a season of 
fasting, even as Christ dies and rises in our midst. It is our hope that within this Holy Week, each of us 
will be able to find that place of stillness and new presence with God in Christ, and that we will find 
ourselves transformed. We can do this even when the church cannot gather. 
 
If you live alone, you may read and pray the words. If you are living with others, share the reading and 
the prayers. Notes or instructions during the devotions will be found in red text. These are not meant to 
be read aloud but are to help guide you. There are “hyperlinks” included in this document which are 
meant to be clicked to access videos and audio of readings, sermons, and other media which were 
prepared by the clergy and staff of the three churches. You may need to adjust settings for the hyperlinks 
to function correctly. The full addresses can also be entered into manually. 
 
Joyfully, with expectation, 
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, Rector, St. Mary's Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Douglas Barclay, Pastor, Concordia Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Stephanie Kershner, Pastor, Emanuel Lutheran Church  
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Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 11, 2020 

Hosted by: Concordia Lutheran Church 
  
From earliest times  
Christians have gathered  
through the night 
of Easter to recall the  
story of God’s saving work, 
from creation through 
to the death 
and resurrection of our  
Lord Jesus Christ.  
However, the Easter Liturgy is 
not merely a presentation of God’s work. 
It is meant to be a real experience 
of new life for the worshipper, a passing from darkness to  
light which offers hope to all the faithful. 
 
The Easter Vigil marks the end of the emptiness of  
Holy Saturday, and leads into the celebration of  
Christ’s resurrection. The singing of the Exsultet, the ancient  
hymn of triumph and rejoicing, links this night of our Christian 
redemption to the Passover night of Israel’s redemption  
out of Egypt. Christian baptism is a participation in the death 
and resurrection of Christ, a dying to sin in order to be  
reborn in him, and the Easter Vigil was from 
early Christian times a preferred occasion for baptism.  
It is fittingly a time when those who are already  
Christians may repeat with renewed commitment  
the promises of their own baptism, 
and strengthen their sense of incorporation into the 
royal and priestly ministry of the whole people of God. 
 
As we are not gathered in the church, at your home you may sit  
before an unlit candle and a bowl of water. Alterntively,  
where permitted, you may light a fire in your fireplace or  
some other safe place. Families can gather around the fire  
for the stories from sacred scripture. 
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Light the candle from the new fire, saying: 
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of 
angels,  
and let your trumpets shout Salvation  
for the victory of our mighty King.  
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  
bright with a glorious splendor,  
for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King.  
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,  
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  
resound with the praises of your people.  
All you who stand near this marvelous and 
holy flame,  
pray with me to God the Almighty  
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this 
great light. 
It is truly right and good, always and 
everywhere, with our  
whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, 
the invisible, 
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 
Lamb, who 
at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt 
of Adam's sin, 
and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people. 
This is the night, when you brought our 
fathers, the children 
of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led 
them through the 
Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in 
Christ are delivered 
from the gloom of sin, and are restored to 
grace and holiness 
of life. 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds 
of death and hell,  
and rose victorious from the grave. 
   How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O 
God, is your 
   mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to 
redeem a slave, you 
   gave a Son. 
   How holy is this night, when wickedness is 
put to flight, and 
   sin is washed away. It restores innocence to 
the fallen, and joy 
   to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 
hatred, and brings 
   peace and concord. 
   How blessed is this night, when earth and 
heaven are joined 
   and man is reconciled to God. 
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the 
offering of this 
candle in your honor. May it shine continually 
to drive away 
all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star 
who knows no 
setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his 
light to all 
creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Prayer 
O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your 
people, and the wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of 
your Son, free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and 
ignite us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
These and other stories from Hebrew Scripture may be read. 
The full chart of readings follows. The texts for readings 
related to the sermon are included in this booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 1:1--2:4a  
First Response 
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26  
Second Reading 
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 
9:8-13  
Second Response 
Psalm 46  
Third Reading 
Genesis 22:1-18  
Third Response 
Psalm 16  
Fourth Reading 
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21  
Fourth Response 
Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18  
Fifth Reading 
Isaiah 55:1-11  

Fifth Response 
Isaiah 12:2-6  
Sixth Reading 
Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-
6  
Sixth Reading (alternate) 
Baruch 3:9-15, 32--4:4  
Sixth Response 
Psalm 19  
Seventh Reading 
Ezekiel 36:24-28  
Seventh Response 
Psalm 42--43  
Eighth Reading 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  
Eighth Response 
Psalm 143  
Ninth Reading 
Zephaniah 3:14-20  

Ninth Response 
Psalm 98  
Tenth Reading 
Jonah 1:1--2:1  
Tenth Response 
Jonah 2:2-3 [4-6] 7-9  
Eleventh Reading 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11  
Eleventh Response 
Deuteronomy 32:1-4, 7, 36a, 
43a  
Twelfth Reading 
Daniel 3:1-29  
Tweflth Response 
Song of the Three 35–65  
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Reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
1In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the 
midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under 
the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome 
Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky 
be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called 
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The 
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw 
that it was good. 13And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day. 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the 
dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, 15and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two 
great lights—the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to 
give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
21So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm, and every 
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day. 
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth 
of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the 
wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” 
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27So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. 30And to every beast 
of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything 
that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 
it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done. 3So God blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 
God rested from all the work that he had done 
in creation. 
4aThese are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created. 

 
A Poetic Reading of the Creation Story     James Weldon Johnson from “God’s Trombones” 
https://youtu.be/0XH-7xZ2QYA 
 
Musical Reflection http://richardhicks.org/download/creator-alme-siderium.mp3 
 
Reading  Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked 
back, and there were the Egyptians advancing 
on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to 
the Lord. 11They said to Moses, “Was it 
because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you 
in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for 
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for 
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see 
today you shall never see again. 14The Lord 

will fight for you, and you have only to keep 
still.” 
15Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you 
cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out 
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 
17Then I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; 
and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained 
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.” 
19The angel of God who was going before the 
Israelite army moved and went behind them; 

https://youtu.be/0XH-7xZ2QYA
http://richardhicks.org/download/creator-alme-siderium.mp3
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and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of 
them and took its place behind them. 20It came 
between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not 
come near the other all night. 
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry 
land; and the waters were divided. 22The 
Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and 
went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the 
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He 
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned 
with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us 
flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting 
for them against Egypt.” 
26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 

chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 
30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work 
that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the 
people feared the Lord and believed in the 
Lord and in his servant Moses. 
15:20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, 
took a tambourine in her hand; and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines 
and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed 
gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

 
 
Musical Reflection   Meine Seele Durstet Nach Gott from Psalm 42 by Mendelssohn, 

Teeren Kuzma (soprano), Jun Lee (Piano) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov4_tRV4hOk 

 
Translation 

My soul thirsts for God,  
for the living God. 

When will I reach the place 
where I will behold God's countenance? 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov4_tRV4hOk
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After the readings from the Hebrew Scriptures, you may fill a bowl with water to remember your 
baptism.  
Baptismal Remembrance 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the bowl.  
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  
Dip your hand in the bowl and make the sign of the cross. 
 
The Easter Gospel          Gospel:  John 20:1–18   

Pr. Barclay proclaims the Gospel in the Video below. 
 
Homily            The Rev. Douglas D. Barclay 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yR2psqJ51w 
 

Continue with the proclamation of the resurrection: 
The good news is shared! With Mary Magdalene and all of the apostles, with saints throughout the 
centuries, with our ancestors in faith we say:  
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yR2psqJ51w
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Musical Reflection    He is Risen, arr. by Joachim Neander, Kelly Sharp (piano) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AteA9piQG88 

Prayers of Intercession 
On this most holy night, we pray for the 
church, the earth, the world, those in need, and 
all the members of God’s family, responding to 
each petition with the words, “hear our 
prayer.” 
A brief silence. 
We pray, O God, for all the churches around 
the globe: for their bishops, clergy, and lay 
leaders; for the newly baptized; for the 
believers who cannot assemble for worship; for 
faithful endurance during this time of sorrow 
and distress; and for a deepening sense of your 
presence among us. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for the well-being of 
creation: for the health of seas and rivers and 
lakes (local bodies of water may be named); 
and for the will to care for your earth. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the 
world: for an end to war and international 
turmoil; for concord in our troubled society; 
for the heads of state, legislators, and local 
civic leaders, that they enact wise procedures 
to deal with the coronavirus. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God for all who are facing the 
coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all 
who have contracted the virus; those who are 

quarantined or stranded away from home; 
those who have lost their employment; those 
who fear the present and the future. We pray 
for physicians, nurses, and home health aides; 
medical researchers; and the World Health 
Organization. Fill the aching in our hearts with 
your merciful power. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your 
mercy,hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for all in need: 
for those suffering for the faith; 
for those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; 
for those who are sick and those awaiting 
death; 
and for those we name before you here. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts: 
A longer period of silence. 
O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
Receive our thanks for all who died in the 
faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into 
your everlasting life, where sorrows will be no 
more. 
A brief silence. 
O God, our Beginning and our End, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, 
we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AteA9piQG88
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 Lord’s Prayer  
You may pray in whatever language or version as is your custom.  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
Pray this prayer and speak these final sentences: 
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your 
church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may 
shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Postludes        http://richardhicks.org/download/festive-voluntary-flor-peeters.mp3 

http://richardhicks.org/download/sun-dance.mp3 
 
 
 
NOTES…. 
Portions from The Book of Common Prayer 1979 and The Book of Occasional Services 2018, and the Evangelical Lutheran Worship and 
sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Reflection material: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw  
Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 
Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail 
Ramshaw. Some of the appointed readings have been shortened or changed for the purposes of providing a useful devotional for use by 
individuals and households during physical isolation. With appreciation for resources shared by Mary Kate Rejouis, Rector, St. Aidan’s 
Episcopal Church and Campus Ministry, Boulder, Colorado. 

http://richardhicks.org/download/festive-voluntary-flor-peeters.mp3
http://richardhicks.org/download/sun-dance.mp3



