
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
C o n c o r d i a  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

40 Pitkin Street | Manchester | Connecticut 
 
 
 
 
 

January 4, 2026 

Epiphany Lessons and Carols 

C o n c o r d i a ’ s  W H Y / P u r p o s e  S t a t e m e n t  
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God;so that we may work 
for  social  just ice and exhibit compassion for  all .  
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Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
The Prelude:                 How Brightly Shines the Morning Star - Dietrich Buxtehude                                                                               
                                                                                            John Anderson, Organist  
 

The Welcome 
 

Homily                   Pastor Rebecca Bourret 
 

All stand as able.  
 

The Dialogue  
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
  

Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
 
We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
  

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
 

The Hymn                  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright        ELW 308 
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The Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
O God, by the leading of a star you revealed your son Jesus Christ to the gentiles;  
grant that your church may be a light to the nations so that the whole world may 
come to see the splendor of your glory through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

Amen.  
 

All are seated. 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come 
to your l ight, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and 
look around; hey all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall  come 
from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 5Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall  thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the 
nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all  those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
  

A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

All stand as able.  

The Carol     Arise, Your Light Has Come!                ELW 314  
 

                   

All are seated.  
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The Second Lesson: 1 John 1:5-9 
  
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at al l.  6If  we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we l ie and do not do what is true; 
7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all  sin. 8If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will  forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
 

A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
The Carol     I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light        ELW 815 
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Third Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 
  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

All stand as able.  
The Carol                  We Three Kings of Orient Are                   WOV 646  
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The Carol     Your Little Ones, Dear Lord             ELW 286 

                                    

                                    

                                    
 

All are seated.  
 

Fourth Lesson: Matthew 2:13-23  
  
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
18"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
20Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child's life are dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 
23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

A light shines in the darkness.  
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
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Fifth Lesson: Luke 2:22, 24 
  
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons." 

  
A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

The Carol                 In His Temple Now Behold Him                    ELW 417  
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The Carol         O Lord, Now Let Your Servant                     ELW 313  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:25-38 
  
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 
27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying,29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to our word; 30for 
my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 
33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of 
eighty- four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

All stand as able. 
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Seventh Lesson: John 1:1-14 
  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

 

A light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

The Profession of Faith         Of the Father’s Love Begotten                  ELW 295  
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The Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated. 
 

The Offertory Carol      What Child is This                                ELW 296  
 

 
All stand as able. 
 
The Offertory Prayer 
 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor 
to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them 
be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Meal  
Go d f ee d s  u s  w i t h  t he  p resen c e  o f  Je s us  Ch r i s t .  

Gr e at  T h an ksg i v i n g  

 
Pr op e r  Pr e fa ce  
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T h e Hy mn     Le t  A l l  M or t a l  F l esh  Ke e p  S i le nc e              ELW  49 0  
            Ver ses  1  an d  2  
 

 
 

T h e Eu ch a r i s t i c  Pr a ye r  
 

I n  t he  f u l ln ess  o f  t ime ,  y o u se n t  y o ur  W ord ,  b o r n  o f  M a ry ,  t o  s h i n e  i n  o ur  
d ar k ne s s  a nd  t o  mak e  u s  y ou r  da u g ht ers  a nd  s o n s .   
I n  t he  n ig h t  in  w hi c h  h e  w a s  bet r a yed ,  ou r  Lo rd  J e su s  t oo k  b re ad ,  a n d gav e  
t h an ks ;  b ro k e  i t ,  an d  g a ve  i t  t o  h i s  d i sc i p l es ,  sa y i ng :  T ake  a n d  e at ;  t h i s  i s  my  
b od y ,  g i v en  f or  y o u .  D o  t h i s  f or  t he  rem e mb ra nc e  o f  m e .  
 

Aga i n ,  a f t er  su p p er ,  h e  t oo k  t h e  c u p ,  g av e  t h an k s ,  an d ga v e  i t  f o r  a l l  t o  d r i nk ,  
sa y i n g :  T h i s  c u p  i s  t h e  n ew  c ov en a n t  i n  my  b lo o d ,  s h e d  f o r  y ou  a n d  f o r  a l l  
p eop l e  f or  t h e  f org iv e ne s s  o f  s in .  D o  t h i s  f o r  t h e  re me mb ran c e  o f  me.  
 

L e t  us  p ro c la i m t he  my st ery  o f  f a i t h .  
Ch r i s t  h as  d i ed .  Ch r i s t  i s  R i sen .  Ch r i s t  wi l l  Co m e  A g a i n .   
Re mem b er i n g ,  t h eref o re ,  h i s  b i r t h  an d  l i f e  a mo n g  u s ,  h i s  de at h  an d  
res u r rec t i on ,  w e  a w ai t  h i s  c omi n g  a ga i n  w h en  a l l  t h in gs  w i l l  b e  re st o re d  i n  
h im.  B y  yo u r  S p i r i t  b l es s  u s  a n d  t h i s  b r ead  a nd  c u p ,  t ha t ,  he l d  an d  n ou r i s h ed  
b y  yo u ,  w e  m a y  l i ve  as  y ou r  c h i ld r en ,  s h i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  y o ur  So n .  
Th ro u g h h i m a l l  g lo ry  an d  h on o r  i s  yo u rs ,  A lmi g h t y  F at h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  Ho ly  
S p i r i t ,  i n  yo u r  h o l y  C hu rc h ,  b o t h  n ow  an d  f ore v e r .  
A me n  



L or d ’s  Pr a ye r  
 

We ar e  b o ld  to  p ray  as  th e  f i r s t  d i sc ip l es :  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

I n v i t at ion  t o  Co mm un i o n    
 

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
 

Al l  ar e  sea t ed.  

        Communion 
Al l  s t a nd  as  ab le .  

 

Co mm u n ion  B l e s s i n g  

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon 
your hearts, now and forever.  A me n .  
 

Pr a yer  a f t e r  Co mm u n ion  

Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ's very life, you give us food for 
our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy family home again, guide us 
on the way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim good news of great joy 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Amen.  
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Se n d in g  Hy mn        So n gs  o f  Th an k f u ln ess  and  Pr a i se    ELW  3 1 0  

 
 

 
 

E p i p h an y B l e ss i n g  of  ou r  Ch u r ch  Home  
P   Peac e  b e  to  t h i s  h ou se .  

  C  A n d  t o  a l l  w h o  f i n d  a  h om e he r e .  
Three wise men came to Bethlehem to honor the Lord, and opening their treasure offered 
precious gifts: gold to the great king, incense to the true god and myrrh for Christ’s body which 
would suffer and die like our own.   
All nations will walk in His light and sovereigns in the brilliance of His splendor.  
And the glory of the Lord is risen on you.  
Bless, O Lord, this household and community and allow all who come here to find a shelter of 
peace and hope. Inspire each of us to develop our individual talents and to contribute wisdom 
and good works for the benefit of the whole. Make this place a haven for all and a place of warmth 
and caring for friends and strangers and for all who go out into the world. Enlighten us with the 
brilliance of your Epiphany star so that, as we go out into the world, we might both discover and 
reveal You in our work and our play.  
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For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever, Amen. 
 

After the blessing the initials of the legendary names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar are written with chalk on or over the main doors and framed by the numbers of the 
New Year in this way: 20 C + M + B 26  
The names of the Wise Men are legendary. Faith tradition has turned CMB into Latin for 
Christie, Mansionem Benedica which means Christ, bless this house. 

 
       Sending 

Dismissal 
 

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Postlude: How Brightly Shines the Morning Star - Max Drischner  John Anderson, Organist 
 

+ + To God Be the Glory + + + 

*************************************************************************** 
 

Serving in Worship today: 
Presiding:  Pastor Rebecca Bourret Assisting Minister(s): Mark Winzler 
Ushers:      Don and Marian Slater                   David Smith 
Organist:   John Anderson                      Jeanine Barber 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given in honor of  
Bryan Jaworski and Rita Hartsell’s Birthdays  

             by  Carol and Dan Burnett 
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NOTES: The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and 
used by permission. Selected liturgical texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. 



18 
 

  



19 
 
 



20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


